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leave It for you to consider of, and return to the
chronology of early wickedness in the postdiluvian
world.

Noah being thus disabled, by his own falling into
crime, from instructing his posterity, what was the
consequence ? He lived to see them run headlong
into that worst of all crimes, idolatry, and the
worship of God sunk as it were out of the world,
even in his own time, and before his eyes.

This is evident from Abraham, whom the Scripture
acknowledges to have been not an idolater only, but
even bred up in idolatry while he lived in Mesopo-
tamia ; and it is certain Abraham was born above
fifty years before Noah died: so that Noah lived to
see his posterity degenerated into idolatry, not all
his preaching or practice being able to prevent it.

Having thus seen all the wickedness of the old
world revived in its new inhabitants, without the
wit and capacities which they had before; and the
race being thus entirely degenerated, we mast begin
all our historical account of them with taking them
just as we find them, and that will bring us directly
to the subject I propose.

The race being thus, as" I have said, stript naked
of the beauties of their ancestors, whether in matters
of sense and understanding, or in matters of piety
and religion, and running on into all manner of
foolish and simple as well as wicked excesses, it is
not at all wonderful if, when any particular person
appeared more than ordinary knowing, or but a lover
of and searcher after knowledge and wisdom, such a
person was honoured in a more than ordinary manner,
was reverenced as an extraordinary man, exalted in
the common esteem when alive, and perhaps placed
among the stars after his death; that he who shined
in their esteem when living, might be supposed to
be made immortal at his death, and to be exalted to
shine in a higher orbit.